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Dear Patron Fire Fighter,

Each year we take this opportunity to tell you about what the Bemus Point Volunteer Fire Department has accomplished
over the past year. We have again been very busy responding to a high volume of calls and continued training to keep our
responders up to date on the latest skills and use of available equipment. Our department’s challenge is to insure that all
of our responders are fully trained and prepared to meet whatever emergency is presented and do so professionally. In this
endeavor we are extremely fortunate and humbled to have the profound support of our community—YOU.

In addition to your significant support, we are also getting help from the county in the form of the County Fly Car
System which dispatches Paramedics to assist on Advanced Life Support (ALS) Criteria calls when our own Paramedics
are unavailable. Since EMS calls are the majority of our responses, having enough EMTs to handle the calls is always a
challenge, but we have recently added three more EMT Basics to our roster as well as having two in the Paramedic Class.
This will eventually bring our roster to 12 Basics and four Paramedics.

All Volunteer Fire Departments are under great pressure to recruit and retain enough members in the right positions to
effectively serve their communities and we are extremely fortunate to have as many dedicated active members as we do.
Our response numbers have been steadily climbing as our newer members complete their various trainings and now look
for opportunities to utilize them. It is not enough, however, to just have members, they have to also be trained to handle
any possible situation that may arise. As the nightly news reports about the overwhelming number of Opiate Over Doses
and shootings in Western New York, we are lucky to be escaping those numbers in Bemus—so far, but that does not mean
that we shouldn’t train for those, and many other possible events. All of the current EMTs have been trained to administer
Naloxone (Narcan) which can reverse the effects of opiate over doses when administered in time. The EMTs are also given
instruction on Active Shooter protocols as part of their training and we are looking to bring Active Shooter Training to this
area for all members since we could be called to respond to one of our Mutual Aid districts for an incident.

We have made great strides over the past few years in updating and upgrading our response vehicles, tools and equipment,
as well as training our responders. We are confident that we will meet every challenge with knowledge, skill, and the right
tools for the job, and it is all thanks to you and your unwavering support.

Thank you, //// Wm /M' W

Fire Chief President
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FIREFIGHTER of the YEAR

“Ben Pickard”

Each year the members of the Bemus Point Volunteer Fire Department vote one
member as our Fire Fighter of the Year. There aren’t any nominations or campaigns,
just each voting member writing a name on a piece of paper of who they believe
has demonstrated all those traits that represent the best of the best: someone who
works hard, is a Top Responder, is respectful and is highly respected. This year’s
4 recipient embodies all of that and does so at the age of 20.
Ben Pickard is a quiet, unassuming young man who grew up in the area under the watchful eye of his mother Margaret.
He graduated from Maple Grove High School in 2016, already a two-year member of the department. Ben submitted his
application the day he earned his driver’s license in July of 2014 and has been a top responder ever since. While still in High
School, Ben answered as many calls as he could around his class schedule and Junior Fire Fighter curfew to make it in the
Top Ten Responders, but he didn’t stop there. Ben started taking training courses and classes as soon as he was allowed by
age, including Scene Support, Emergency Medical Technician (NY and PA), Interior Firefighting Operations, Emergency
Vehicle Operations Certification and is a member of the Chautauqua County FAST Team.
After earning his Basic EMT Certificate Ben was hired by Alstar where he works full time (and then some) and is also
currently enrolled at ECC as a Paramedic Student and expected to certify in August of 2018. Despite all of the time required
for work and school, Ben continues to be one of our most active members. More importantly, he has earned the respect of
the membership as he consistently demonstrates his skills and knowledge base while proving that there is always time to
serve the community.
Congratulations Ben, we are fortunate to have you in our department and community.

Department Receives Two Grants

The Bemus Point Volunteer Fire Department has been extremely privileged
over the past few years as your generous donations allow us to continue to offer
professional grade emergency services, but costs continue to rise with the advent
of new equipment and procedures. It would be impossible to keep up with the
changes, despite all of donations and fund-raising events, if we did not make
every effort to capture all revenues available. To that end we have applied for
and received Grants to help offset some of the costs. In 2017 we received two
very beneficial grants. The first was received from M&T Bank for $2,300 to help ,
purchase JYD Struts used to stabilize vehicles during patient extrication. Rescue Personnel practiced with the struts to insure
smooth operation during actual extrications, which paid off when a recent Mutual Aid call required their use.

We have also been awarded $6,000 By Senator Catherine Young toward the purchase of new pagers that will work with
the new County-wide Radio System. Although this amount seems exorbitant, it is a fraction of the overall costs that the
department has had to absorb in order to have compatible equipment. New radios, repeaters, scanners, and various other
items have been and continue to be purchased for the new system and Senator Young’s Grant was a tremendous help.
We will continue to apply for all grants available but we know that as donations and government funds get tighter, more
departments will be vying for the same grants.

Have you ever seen the look on someone’s face when they have a chain saw in their hands
and a tree to be hewn? Now imagine if you will a chain saw that can not only cut through
a tree, but through a multitude of materials at higher RPMs with a nearly indestructible
chain and a filter that allows it to be used at much higher temperatures. That is what the
new Cutter’s Edge Chainsaws recently purchased by the department can do. These saws are
specifically designed to vent roofs made of materials not usually penetrable by a chainsaw.
The heat resistance helps prevent engine failure and the bullet chain at the higher RPMs
makes quick work out of most building materials, even those that regular chainsaws can’t
touch. Rest assured that the fire fighters of the Bemus Point VFD have been practicing with
the new saws and will be ready to utilize them when the need arises.




Training, Training, & More Training

To insure the Bemus Point VFD is able to provide professional grade emergency
services, a lot of training has to be done on a regular basis. In just the last few months
the responding members of the department have taken part in multiple training
exercises of varying kinds. For instance, Rescue Webbing in 20 foot increments was
distributed to each of the responders and they practiced different ways to harness,
drag, carry, or lower out a window any victims or injured personnel. The webbing is
rated at 4,000 1b load capacity making it strong enough to handle almost any situation.

Responders also participated in water supply and attack drills which allows them to practice hookmg up to the trucks and/or
hydrants, laying out hose, pumping water, and working with the full hoses as they
advance on fires. This drill allows both the exterior and interior fire fighters to practice
their skills while improving team work.

We also practice with other departments since very often fires require multiple
departments to work together, so when Dewittville bought a new tanker we were
able to help them get used to filling the new truck and then transferring that water to
the portable ponds. The departments were able to successfully fill, empty, and refill
without a disruption in the water supply to the portable ponds.
The teamwork didn’t stop there though, because back in May we had a joint drill at the Lenhart to practlce hlgh-rlse ﬁre
tactics. The drill not only allowed the five participating departments to work under the Incident Command model utilizing
each department in command positions, but also practice Search and Rescue skills using smoke machines to simulate the
high stress conditions they may encounter.

This all may sound to some like a waste of resources, but when a local restaurant caught fire, the Bemus Point VFD and the
other mutual aid departments were able to not only contain and extinguish the fire fairly quickly, but do so without extensive
loss of property from either the fire or water damage. It took great teamwork and well-practiced skills to perform like a
well-oiled machine.

Mike Seeley

The Bemus Point VFD has a robust membership with a wide variety of backgrounds,
experiences, and interests. Along with all of those also comes needs. This past
spring one of our members, Mike Seeley, who is also a Chautauqua County Sheriff
and newlywed, was diagnosed with Leukemia. Many of you already know about
Mike from the Post Journal Newspaper articles and the Fund Raisers “Fight for See-
ley” throughout the area. We wanted to let everyone know just how fortunate we are g

to have Mike as a member and that the proceeds from two of our Fall Breakfasts were donated to the Fight for Seeley to help
him and his bride, Nicole, with the day-to-day expenses incurred battling this disease. Thanks to the abundant generosity
of our Breakfast patrons we were able to give Mike & Nicole a check for $2,000. For more information about upcoming
events you can go to our Facebook page or Website, and if you would like to donate to the Fight for Seeley you can send
them to the Bemus Point Volunteer Fire Department Attn: Fight for Seeley.

Response Calls Like Us on Facebook! Last Alarm
The Bemus Point VFD has been Ann Dahlberg
fOl‘ 20 1 7 around for 97 years so far, but like Marilyn See
any company that’s been around Harold Cassler
116 — EMS longer than modern technologies, it Harold Eckwahl

Forsos NEVIA may take us a little while to catch  EEA AL
5 FIRE RELATED up with the times—at least insofar ut forever shall live in our hearts
as things like Social Media. We do
31 — FIRE ALARMS everything possible to make sure that our equipment, tools, apparatus, skills,
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FOR A TOTAL OF... We have however been able to update both our website (bemuspointfire.
org) and our Facebook page. On each you will find a variety of interesting
(as of 11/20/2017) 187 CALLS arﬁcles, events, and pictrzlr%s as well as upcoming calendar events. Give us
a look—and a Like!




LIST of DONORS

Please check for accuracy and let us know. (Donations received Nov 1, 2015 through Oct 31, 2016)

INDIVIDUALS Conover, Mark Herring, Neal & Molly Morton, Jon & Patty Steber, James A. M/M
Adams, Donald F. M/M Couch, Ronald M/M Hoaglund, Edgar M/M Murdock, Donald Stevens, Robert M/M
Alessi, Vincent & Sandra Crandall, Beverly Hogan, Robyn Murray, Thomas Jr. M/M Stewart, Harold M/M
Allenson, Michael M/M Crist, Charles M/M Horrigan, Vincent M/M Neckers, Douglas M/M Stewart, Roy M/M

Almeter, Nelson M/M Crist, Jeremy & Kerry Horschler, David M/M Nelson, Bruce D. M/M Sutter, Carole

Andersen, Deborah Crist, Scott M/M Howard, Gary M/M Nelson, Larry D. Tanner, John M/M
Anderson, Barry M/M Crist, Patty Hrbacek, Jimmie M/M Nelson, Richard M/M Templeton, Victoria
Anderson, J. Robert M/M Crossley, Kay Ingerson, Helen Neuroh, T. R. MM Thompson, Bruce
Anderson, Clayton M/M Crossley, Robert A. Ireland, John M/M Nicotra, Frank M/M Thompson, Jack M/M
Antonevich, John Curtin, Robert M/M Isaacson, Lois Noon, Joanne Thorsell, C. Philip M/M
Apperson, Randolph Daniels, Torrey M/M Jackson, Keith M/M Norris, Gene M/M Todd, Eleanor A.

Auer, Hans P. M/M Graper, David K. Janson, Cindy & Paul Novotny, John M/M Todd, W. Dennis

Auer, Kelley Davis, Cheryl Johnson, Allen & Phyllis Nunn, Brad M/M Tordella, William M/M
Babbage, Richard M/M Dawes, Eliza Johnson, Arden OBrian, David P. Turecki, Christine

Bacani, Roberto Dr. and Mrs. Day, Patrick MM Johnson, Earl M/M OBrien, Yvette Turney, James & Mary
Bailey, Rosemary Dennison, Daniel Johnson, Judith C. Ortendahl, Jon Tyler, Chandra

Baldwin, Patricia Derrick, Sylvia D. Johnson, Judith M. Oste, Randall & Marla Vanstrom, Donna

Bancroft, Steven M/M Deuink, Brent L. Dr. & Mrs. Johnson, Robert M/M Pallotta, Michael Vishnia, Diane

Barkham, Harry M/M Dewey, Donald M/M Johnston, John M/M Palmer, Francis & Gilda Wahlberg, James M/M
Bartell, Joni Dies, Robert Jowett, William M/M Palmeri, Joseph M/M Waldron, David M/M
Beaton, Kevin M/M Diethrick Jr, Russell M/M Karges, Richard R. M/M Parment, Betty Walsh, Karen

Becker, Lewis R. Dietzel, Gary Kayner, Donald M/M Pascarella, Michael Walzer, Frank T.

Beckerink, Judith Dufresne, Andrew Keller, David M. M/M Pasiecznik, Carol Ward, Fletpher MM
Beckerink, Karen S. Durkee, Jonathan M/M Kennedy, Jane Patterson, Robert Charles Webb, Kelﬂ}

Begert, Chuck M/M Edgerton, Judi Kittrell, John Jr. M/M Pelow, David M/M Webeck, Elizabeth
Benjamin, Barry Erickson, Brian M/M Klaich, Bernard M/M Pemberton, Anne D Weinberg, Hadley MM
Benjamin, Michael & Catherine  Erlandson, Drew M/M Kline, Paulette Perdue, David M/M Wesp, David M/M

Benson, Roy M/M Evans, Georgianna B. Korcyl, Edward M/M Perry, James & Joan West, Jeffery B.

Benson, Timothy Everts, David M/M Koscher, Gordon M/M Philiips, David M. M/M Whitten, Thomas M/M
Blecharz Jr, Stanley M/M Faccenda, Ronald Labrozzi, Lawrence M/M Piazza, Jeffrey & Evelyn Wight Richard D. M/M
Bollman, M A Fadale, William M/M Lai, Elizabeth Piazza, William M/M Williams, Robert C. M/M
Bona, Russell M/M Faulkner, John T. M/M Lake, Peter & Sally Pickard, Max & Jeanine Williams, Walter M/M
Boor, William C. M/M Feeney, Linda Lapointe, Nancy Pickard,Meg Winchester, James M/M
Bosek, Mary Felong, Andy & Claire Latone, Michael Poorman, Barbara J. Woleen, Dianne

Bottomley, Dale & Mary Fetzner, Gertrude Laurita, Alan Potwin, Craig M/M Wright, Edmund M/M
Boughton, David M/M Fiorenzo, Richard Lawrence, David P. Prechtl, Mark M/M Wright, Kristen

Boughton, Sidney M/M France, Paula C Lawrence, Gifford M/M Price, Miriam Yager, Michael M/M
Branch, Peter Frantz, Matt & Lisa Lawson, Todd & Karen Prieur, Randall M/M Yates, Phillip

Braund, David A. M/M Freyd, William Lazarus, Jonna Puskas II, Alexander M/M Zahm, Susie

Brann, James & Nancy Friday, Charles M/M Lewellen, Scott M/M Quadt, Elizabeth Zappa, Michael

Brierley, Thomas & Susan Frushone, Christopher M/M Lindros, Mary Lee Raynor, Debra Zimmer, David NN
Briggs, R. William M/M Fuller, Sylvia Lindstrom, J. Scott M/M Reading Jr, Rollin Ziomek, Raymon
Bromelmeier, John M/M Galloway, Janice S. Lingenfelter, Thomas M/M Reardon, Richard M/M BUSINESS

Brown, Alan Galloway, Richard M/M Lipsey, David M/M Reefer, John M/M AffinityOne Credit Uni
Brown, Mark Gaiser, Ken B. M/M Lipsey, Ronna Reitz, Thomas W. B mltyB nep r[: o non
Brown, Robert E. Garrett, George M. Locke, William R. Reynolds, Bill & Deborah Bemus Pay t Ia TS
Brunenavs, Anne Generalovich, Thomas M/M Lucas, Carol Rice, Herbert M/M Bemus Po!nt Pnntt =
Bunzey, Bernice Glenn Jr, David M/M Lucas, Linda Rice, Tim M/M Cleml;s 01% .Ok cB

Burg, Dean A. Goebel, Sarah T. Lucey, James J. Richie, Zoe A. El}au aé]gg Cglcisers

Bush, Matthew Goldstein, Todd M/M Lynde, Nelson M/M Rodgers, Michael M/M Ellie;})/ttville Brewiic Co
Bush, Ralph M/M Gollnitz, Norm & Marilyn Lyons, Michael M/M Roller, Richard M/M Tescenden Laumer%& Bemselo
Button, David P. M/M Gould, Scott P. Malinoski, Andrew M/M Ruttenbur, Debbie PLLC : EE10;
Campbell M.D., James Grace, Timothy M/M Manor, Timothy & Elizabeth Santilli, Bret M/M Gl N Chanman Elem School
Carlson, Ann Graham, Randy Marabito, Richard M/M Savage, Stewart M/M e an;s Hu? Ltd

Carlson, Debra Grilla, Martha A. Markel, Tom & Kathryn Saxton, Mark & Michelle Hotgel Eenhart

Carlson, Diane M. Grisko, Jerome M/M Marks, Richard M/M Schenck, Jackie & Paul fakeside Bible Chapel
Carlson, Hazel Grossman, Eric Martin, Amy & Tom Schettine, Angela o & Gpun Club
Carlson, Sandra K. Gustafson, John M/M Martin, Keith R. Schoebeck, William M & T Bank

Carnes, Brian M/M Gustafson, Doug M/M Mason, Joseph Jr. M/M Schreckengost, G. Norain Maple Grove All Sports Boosters
Carpenter, David M/M Gustafson, Robert M/M Mawaka, Scott Schutte, William M/M Maple Springs Lake Side Inn
Carrera, Juan M/M Gustafson, Timothy M/M Maxwell, Michael M/M Scofield, James B. Moo Roﬁed Rings
Casamento, Marilyn Hagstrom, Christopher Mazurowski, Arthur M/M Secky, Paul M/M Painting Pro LLC

Chagnon, Pierre M/M Haight, Taylor, Kathleen & Brett ~ McGee, Bryan M/M Sechler, Curt M/M Point Bout LG

Chiarot, John M/M Hall, Cathleen McGowan, Charles & Lori Sedwick, Dru M/M Quality Mechanical, LLC
Christopher, Patrick M/M Hanaway, Scott McNamara, John M/M See, Marilyn Soninole Co. Sheriff—Benevolent
Clark, John M/M Handley, William Metzger, Michael M/M Shephard, James A. Bl

Clauson, Scott Hatch, Peter M. M/M Meyers, Billie Jean Shick, Richard A. M/M See Zurh House

Clutter, Jeffery Hawks, Robert M/M Meyers, Thomas G. Sloan, Dianne ShorcAcies Bont ond
Colburn, Bonnie Hayes, Art & Bette Miller, Allen H. Soult, Linda L. Skillman’s

Cole, Beverly Hayes, Ryann Miller, Laurie & Dave Spence, William M/M Southern Tier Brewing Co.
Collins, Steve Hayes, Steve & Laura Molnar, Jeffrey R. Stahley, Jon R. M/M St. Mary of Lourdes R.C. Church

Please cut along the dotted line and mail it in the provided envelope to the Bemus Point Fire Department. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
—_——————__—-_-——_—_—_—_—_—_—_——_—_-

2018 Bemus Point Volunteer Fire Department Fund Drive

If you wish a receipt for tax purposes, please enclose coupon & we will validate it for you.
Name:

Address:

Phone: Donation $:

NOTE: If you have any special concerns, safety concerns or questions, please indicate them on this form and we will call you concerning your comments.
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Financial Secretary:
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